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The State Supreme Court on April 30 accepted review of two Port Angeles initiatives which have been kept off the ballot by a 2006 lawsuit brought by the City and Washington State Dental Foundation.

Protect the Peninsula's Future spokesperson, Eloise Kailin, said: "We are most fortunate that the highest state court will review the hard won rights of citizens to be able to mount and run a balloting process dealing with local issues without first having to go through expensive, long drawn out court procedures.  City and county, but not state initiative and referendum measures, are currently subject to 'pre-election review'.  This matter has not ever been ruled on by the Supreme Court.

Meaningful exercise of initiative and referendum as applied to any city or county issues any place in this state is currently out of reach of most citizens.  We take seriously the very first Article in the State Constitution: 'Political power is inherent in the people, and governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed, and are established to protect and maintain individual rights.' "

Among the other issues expected to be addressed by the Supreme Court is the view expressed by Court of Appeals, Division II that the provision of water fluoridation, (even when it is clearly intended to treat or prevent human disease) is a function of a public utility.  The Court of Appeals ruled that the right to regulate utilities has been delegated to the city council and so citizens may not bring local initiatives or referendums on whether or not to fluoridate municipal water.  Both initiatives submitted by Port Angeles citizens deal with any medications added to any public water supply in the city, and are not focused just on municipal fluoridation; neither initiative regulates or restricts substances such as chlorine intended only to make water safe to drink.

The rights to obtain initiative and referendum were obtained by petitions signed by over half the registered voters of Port Angeles and were adopted by the City Council in July, 2006.  By September 11, 2006 two initiatives were certified to have sufficient signatures to place them on the ballot.  At this point the City and Dental Foundation derailed the political process by pursuing a lawsuit.  The Supreme Court has now agreed to make the final decision in this case and determine if the citizens of Port Angeles can vote on the certified initiatives.
